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Sample Constructed-Response Item (4 points)

ID:258559 Common

u Explain the goals of the Census of Marine Life research project and the methods scientists 
are using to reach these goals. Use examples from the article to support your answer.

Scoring Guide

Score Description

4
Response thoroughly explains the goals and methods of the Census of Marine Life 
research project. Response includes relevant examples from the article.

3
Response explains the goals and methods of the Census of Marine Life research 
project. Response includes some relevant examples from the article.

2
Response partially explains the goals and/or methods of the Census of Marine Life 
research project. Response uses examples from the article.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank Blank/no response.

10.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by using 
information from the text to answer questions; to state the main/central ideas; to provide supporting 
details; to explain visual components supporting the text; or, to interpret maps, charts, timelines, tables, or 
diagrams
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Training Notes:
Goals:
• The census is trying to expand the knowledge of known species in the ocean. It is 

surveying previously unexplored areas to determine what lives there. Many of these 
species are microscopic.

• The survey is trying to better understand the behavior of marine life, especially where 
animals are going and when.

Methods:
• Scientists are exploring different oceans around the world.
• Scientists are using robotic vehicles to explore previously unreachable areas.
• Scientists are implanting tracking devices in animals to track their movements.
• Acoustic sensors and electronic tags track animals.
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Sample 4-Point Response

u
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Sample 3-Point Response

u
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Sample 2-Point Response 

u
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Sample 1-Point Response

Sample 0-Point Response

u

u
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Sample Constructed-Response Item (4 points)

ID:258693 Common

d Describe how Arthur’s attitude toward the shop changes from the beginning to the end of 
the passage. Use details from the passage to support your answer.

Scoring Guide

Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough description of how Arthur’s attitude changes from 
the beginning to the end of the passage. Response includes relevant details from the 
passage.

3
Response provides a description of how Arthur’s attitude changes from the 
beginning to the end of the passage. Response includes some relevant details from 
the passage.

2
Response provides a partial description of how Arthur’s attitude changes from the 
beginning to the end of the passage. Response uses details from the passage.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank Blank/no response.

10.5.2 Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by examining 
characterization (e.g., stereotype, antagonist, protagonist), motivation, or interactions (including 
relationships), citing thoughts, words, or actions that reveal character traits, motivations, or changes over 
time 
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Training Notes:

 • At the beginning of the passage, Arthur is indifferent to the shop.
 •  He thinks that the shopkeeper is just an ordinary older gentleman with wispy gray hair and 

spectacles.
 •  After he acknowledges the differences between the faded, grime-covered shop and the 

other buildings in the area, he becomes a little more curious.
 • He has mixed emotions as he enters the shop.
 •  The chess set sparks Arthur’s curiosity because it looks like someone has been playing—

maybe the shopkeeper.
 • He experiences guilt when he realizes he has marred the chess set.
 • He loses interest in the shop.
 • He feels fear at the end of the passage.
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Sample 4-Point Response

1@
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Sample 3-Point Response

1@



2007 NECAP Practice Test
Grade 11
Reading

15NECAP_PT07_G11_Reading_Resource Material

Sample 2-Point Response

1@
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Sample 1-Point Response

Sample 0-Point Response

1@

1@
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Sample Constructed-Response Item (4 points)

ID:258694 Common

k Identify the climax of the passage and explain how the rising action leads to the climax. 
Use details from the passage to support your answer.

Scoring Guide

Score Description

4
Response identifi es the climax and thoroughly explains how the rising action leads 
to the climax. Response includes relevant details from the passage.

3
Response identifi es the climax and explains how the rising action leads to the 
climax. Response includes some relevant details from the passage.

2
Response identifi es the climax and partially explains how the rising action leads to 
the climax. Response uses details from the passage.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank Blank/no response.

Training Notes:

The expected identifi cation is the shopkeeper calling Arthur by name. Details that lead up to this 
might include Arthur passing the shop, the shopkeeper staring at Arthur, and Arthur entering the 
shop, touching the chess board, and encountering the shopkeeper.

Other interpretations are possible, if supported.

10.5.1 Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by explaining 
and supporting logical predictions or logical outcomes (e.g., drawing conclusions based on interactions 
between characters or evolving plot)



18NECAP_PT07_G11_Reading_Resource Material

2007 NECAP Practice Test
Grade 11
Reading

Sample 4-Point Response

1&
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Sample 3-Point Response

1&
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Sample 2-Point Response 

1&
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Sample 1-Point Response 

Sample 0-Point Response 

1&

1&


